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Think About It: What tools did you use to get to school or work? 
Food for Thought: Some tools make life easier… and some create dependence… 
 
What is a Teaching Tool? 
A teaching tool is… visual or tangible, accessible to students, used over time, taught into by teachers and 
students.  Anchor charts should be layered (i.e. post it notes added) and personal.  They are responsive and 
supportive of students’ needs. 
 
Root Issues: What is Holding Our Students Back? 

1. Memory 
2. Rigor & The Motivation to Work Hard                                    “Becoming is better than being” -Carol Dweck 
3. Differentiation          “A great coach never achieves greatness for himself or herself by working to 

make all the team players alike” -Carol Ann Tomlinson 

Why Teaching Tools Help 

1. They make teaching clear and visible. 
2. They bring ideas down to Earth. 
3. They help make learning stick. 

Anchor Charts 

Anchor Charts on the Wall: When was the last time you used any of them?  (Refer to them!) 

If it’s not being used…retire it! 

Repertoire Chart (Strategy Chart) 

• A list of lessons taught to the students-building a list with the students so they have a reference to lean 
on 

• Charts help strengthen students’ memory 

• At the beginning of the unit ask: What are the skills that are the bedrock of this unit?  (Decide on which 
charts will help!) 

 



Process Chart (charts for going deeper…showing the steps to master the skill) 

• First, next, finally… 
 

Main Idea Sample Process Chart   Main Idea Sample Repertoire Chart 

How to Find the Main Idea 
1. Chunk the text. 
2. List out the important 

information. 
3. What is this part mostly 

about? 

 1. ___________ is/are________________ 
     Topic                                   Trait 

2. Play with word choice. 
3. Add a qualifier: who, what, how, why 
4. Look for: Cause/effect; comparisons             

 

 

Demonstration Notebook  (Perfect for Strategy Groups or Small Group Conferences!)            

• Use a notebook to show common struggles that students are faced with (i.e. zooming in on a small 

moment) 

• Show a sample, and then give them the tools to take the next steps forward. 

• Steps (1) -Find a 10 Minute Moment; Step (2) Spotlight one moment of strong emotion, Step (3)-Focus 

on a moment of change 

 

        Glenda, the Good Witch from Wicked 

Where do I find strategies? Consult your professional sidekicks-Study Up-DIY 

For professional sidekicks, check out the appendix in DIY Literacy.  (Ex: Penny Kittle, Kelly Gallagher, Donalyn 

Miller, etc.) 

Look for Kate Roberts’ New Book (Coming Soon) 

A Novel Approach: Whole-Class Novels, Student-Centered Teaching, and Choice by Kate Roberts 

How to Write Your Own Strategies 

1. Zoom in on the skill you are teaching. 

2. “Do” that skill yourself for a moment. 

3. Name how you were able to do the skill-the steps, moves, or tricks you used. 

I love my dad because he is always there for me 
and he wants me to reach my dreams and that 
is why he is a great parent.  For example, one 
time I had a paper and then he helped me and 
took me to the library so I could study and that 

meant I got an A. 
 

RED ALARM Words 
 and        and then      so     because      when 
                             I, you, he, she 
 

Check to see if these words appear in your 
writing.  Ask yourself: Does this word make my 

sentence run on forever? 



4. Craft your strategy in language kids can understand and hold onto. 

Tip: Create a demonstration notebook for each unit you are teaching for reading and writing.  Build as you go! 

Teaching Methods-When instruction isn’t working, consider changing your teaching method to these top 3. 

• Demonstration -I’ll show you 

• Guided Practice -Let’s do this together 

• Inquiry- Let’s explore it 

What will I teach vs. What will I cover? 

• Instructional Tip: Focus your tools, assessment, and data collection on the lessons that matter 

to our kids, not the lessons that students are just getting exposed to. 

Using Progressions 

• Take the micro-progressions for reading and writing…show your students what this looks like in 

a demonstration notebook! 

 

 
  Micro-Progression Pages  How to Set Up a Notebook Page 
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